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At Secretary of State we're concerned with people. 
Our programs and activities are aimed at promoting 
knowledge of our country and pride in its cultures, 
history and traditions. Our work touches almost 
everyone who lives in Canada; people pursuing 
educational goals; desiring citizenship; people 
wishing to exercise their official language rights; 
striving to retain racial and cultural identities in our 
multicultural society; people wishing to maintain 
and exercise their human rights and freedoms; 
young people wanting to broaden their knowledge 
of Canada; people in voluntary groups seeking to 
make a contribution to their community and their 
country. 


THE PROGRAM 
ORIGINS 


The Royal Commission on the Status of Women 
(1970), which documented the wide-ranging dis- 
crimination experienced by women in Canada, 
recommended government support for women’s 
voluntary associations working in fields of partic- 
ular concern to women. This was the basis for 
creating the Women’s Program within the Depart- 
ment of the Secretary of State in 1973. 

Women's voluntary organizations have partici- 
pated in movements for social change and reform 
throughout Canadian history. Most of the signifi- 
cant changes in the role and status of women have 
occurred in response to the strength and pressure 
of women’s voluntary organizations. The 
Women’s Program supports this movement for 
social change and encourages the full participation 
of women in Canadian society. 


WHO WE ARE 


The Women’s Program of the Department of the 
Secretary of State is the primary federal program 
responsible for providing financial assistance, 
advice and information to women’s voluntary 
organizations and other voluntary associations for 
activities and projects designed to improve the 
status of women in Canada. 


OUR PURPOSE 


e To promote the increased participation of 
women in all aspects of Canadian society, par- 
ticularly in decision making and in the political 
process. 


e To increase the capability and effectiveness of 
women’s organizations and groups working to | 
improve the status of women. 


FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 


We provide two types of financial assistance: 
e Project funding 
e Operational funding 


PROJECT FUNDING 


The Women’s Program provides financial assist- 
ance to support short-term projects of women’s 
organizations and other voluntary organizations to 
improve the status of women. 


What groups are eligible? 
Women’s groups and other 
voluntary organizations that 
serve to: 


e promote increased under- 
standing of, and action on, 
status of women issues 
among women and the gen- 
eral public through advocacy 
and information exchange; 


e develop women’s organiza- 
tional skills in order to ) 
increase the effectiveness of #* 
women’s groups in improv- 
ing the status of women; 


e encourage positive action by 
institutions to promote equal - 
representation of women and — \ 
status of women interests in — . 
their decision making A 
structure. | 


OPERATIONAL FUNDING 


Operational funding is pro- 
vided to a limited cross-section 
of status of women organiza- 
tions capable of articulating a 
perspective and taking co- 
ordinated action on a range of 
issues of concern to women in 
Canada. 


What groups are eligible? 
e National and regional 
women’s organizations that 


promote action and coordination on a range of 
status of women issues at the national and 
regional levels; 


e¢ women’s organizations at the national and 
regional level that provide human and technical 
resources and information on a range of status of 
women issues to women’s organizations and the 
public; 


¢ women’s organizations at the community level 
capable of coordinating status of women activi- 
ties with priority on northern, isolated and rural 
regions of Canada. 


ELIGIBLE COSTS: 
PROJECTS AND OPERATIONS 


Costs must be related to specific activies designed 
to promote positive change in the status of women. 
These could include: facilities, telephone, public- 
ity, related travel, equipment rental, annual 
meetings, staff salaries, newsletter costs, evalua- 
tion, honoraria, other related costs. 


GENERAL CONDITIONS 
OF ELIGIBILITY 


Non-profit voluntary organizations committed to 
changing the status of women may apply to the 
Women’s Program for assistance. Projects should 
meet one or more of the objectives of the Depart- 
ment of the Secretary of State regarding the status 
of women. Regional or local activities should reflect 
the conditions and needs of women in those specific 
communities. Project submissions are evaluated in 
light of their ability to respond to an expressed 


need of the community, program priorities and 
budgetary considerations. Demonstrated commun- 
ity support is also essential. All activities and proj- 
ects funded must take place during the Government 
of Canada fiscal year (April 1 to March 31). 


CONSULTATION 


Please be aware that consultation with a 
Women’s Program officer in your region or in the 
national office is a mandatory component of the 
grant assessment process. It is advisable to for- 
ward your proposal to the Women’s Program at 
least 12 weeks in advance of the planned activity. 


CAN WE HELP YOU? 


For further information on our services, please 
contact the nearest office of the Department of the 
Secretary of State, listed in the blue or black-edged 
pages of most telephone directories, or you may 
contact: 


Women’s Program 
Secretary of State 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OM5 


(819) 994-3202 
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